
East Bierley CE (VC) Primary School 

Reading Curriculum 

Our reading curriculum fosters a love for lifelong reading. We want all our children to acquire enjoyment for reading and to value reading as a key life skill. Our aim is to develop 

confident and fluent readers and we follow the statement learn to read, then read to learn. It is underpinned by meeting the needs of every reader, using appropriately matched 

books and high-quality texts. 

We teach explicit reading skills from the onset. The teaching of phonics in Reception and Key Stage 1 ensures our children develop the skills they need to decode words and to begin 

their journey towards fluency. The development of reading for meaning is taught throughout school through daily guided reading lessons and during English and wider curriculum 

work. To instill a passion for stories, we share stories through drama and storytelling, picture books, through our Collective Worship, in class story time, history story time and DEAR 

time (Drop Everything and Read). 

 

Enjoyment Decoding Meaning 

We are truly passionate about developing 
children’s love for reading at East Bierley and 
this is promoted and supported through the 
strong reading culture we have created. We 
are a school immersed in books and children 
have opportunities to discuss books with each 
other and with adults, which naturally leads to 
recommendations and discovering new stories 
and authors. Stories are built into many areas 
of the curriculum, with history stories being 
read on a weekly basis. 
 
Our children read for enjoyment every day. We 
timetable DEAR time (Drop Everything and 
Read) and story time daily – some of our 
favourite times of the school day! Children 
have opportunities to explore their well-
stocked class reading areas and other reading 
areas around school. We ensure our children 
have a large and varied choice of age-
appropriate books and add new books to our 
reading areas regularly. 

Phonics 
Children learn to read through daily phonics lessons in 
Reception Class and Key Stage 1 following the Essential 
Letters and Sounds (ELS) Phonics programme. Children 
progress through each of the phases and opportunities 
to consolidate phases may also be planned in to meet 
the needs of each cohort or individuals.  
We teach the following: 
Phase 1 – Preschool and throughout Reception 
Phase 2 - Reception 
Phase 3 - Reception 
Phase 4 - Reception 
Phase 5 – Reception and Year 1 
Phase 6 – Year 1 and Year 2 
 
Fluency 
Developing decoding skills and fluency continues to be a 
priority for children who enter Key Stage 2. One-to-one 
reading, opportunities to read aloud in daily reading 
lessons and whole-class choral and echo reading are 
planned for. Interventions and additional one-to-reading 
are also planned for to support children who require 
additional support. 

Daily opportunities are planned for to support with our 
children’s comprehension skills across school. Alongside the 
teaching of reading, children are also exposed to many texts 
and picture books in the wider curriculum to support 
children’s reading for meaning and SMSC development.  
 
The sharing of stories in Reception Class allows for children 
to begin to role-play events in stories and to discuss their 
understanding of texts through basic retrieval questions, 
sequencing and prediction.   
 
As children progress to Key Stage 1, they are introduced to 
the Reading VIPERS to cover the national curriculum reading 
objectives through a mixture of planned whole-class and 
group guided reading. Group guided reading allows for more 
personalised planning to ensure the needs of all readers are 
met by having opportunities to practise specific 
comprehension skills. 
 
When children enter Key Stage 2, children continue to 
develop reading comprehension through daily whole-class 
reading lessons, using reading VIPERS. 


