
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer,  
 
RE: Evaluation of Same Day Intervention  
 
I am writing to tell you about an exciting new maths programme your child’s school may be participating 
in next year – Same Day Intervention (SDI). 
 
Same Day Intervention introduces a new structure and approach to Maths teaching for Year 5 pupils. 
The new structure involves the teacher demonstrating a topic, before children complete five or six 
questions related to that topic. There is then a 15 minute ‘pit-stop’ in the lesson, during which teachers 
mark pupils’ work. The second part of the lesson involves the teacher providing intensive support for 
pupils who need further help to understand the topic, while pupils who were able to grasp the concept 
are given tasks to further their learning. This is different to the standard Maths lesson where pupils’ 
work is marked at the end of the lesson by the teacher. The aim of this new structure is to ensure that 
all pupils can attain a good level of mathematics understanding and that no pupil gets left behind. This 
approach is based on successful methods from Shanghai, which could improve learning for all children. 
 
NatCen Social Research is evaluating Same Day Intervention to understand if it makes a difference to 
pupils. NatCen will be randomly assigning schools to either an ‘intervention’ or a ‘control’ group. 
Schools in the ‘intervention’ group will run Same Day Intervention in 2018-19, while schools in the 
‘control’ group will continue with the current best practice in maths teaching. This means there is a 
50/50 chance that your child’s school will be offering Same Day Intervention.  
 
We are asking for your permission to obtain information about your child from the school, 
including their name, date of birth and Unique Pupil Number. Information provided will be shared 
with a small group of researchers at NatCen Social Research. We will use the information provided to 
link with the National Pupil Database (which is held by the Department for Education). Anonymised 
data will be shared with the Department for Education, the Education Endowment Foundation who are 
funding SDI and EEF’s data contractor FFT Education. Once your child’s information is included in the 
data set, the data will be anonymised and no one will be able to identify individual pupils.  
 
All pupils involved in the evaluation, regardless of whether they are in the intervention or control group, 
will undergo an assessment in June 2019. This will take one hour to complete. The assessments will be 
invigilated and collected by NatCen Social Research, processed by GL Assessment, and the results 
will only be accessible to the researchers at NatCen working on the project. The data will be kept 
confidential, in accordance with the 1998 Data Protection Act and the 2018 General Data Protection 
Regulation. Only group results of the programme evaluation will be published. Your child’s name and 
the name of the school will not be used in any report arising from the research.  
 
Some schools taking part in SDI will be involved in a case study. Researchers from NatCen Social 
Research will visit case study schools to observe the Maths lesson and also speak with some of the 
pupils in the class. We will contact you separately to let you know if your child will be involved in this.  
 
Please complete the slip below if you do not want your child’s school to share your child’s information 
with the evaluators and wish your child to opt out of the evaluation.  
 
If you would like more information about this evaluation, you can contact the research team at NatCen, 
using the telephone number or email address below.  
 
If you are happy with everything in this letter you do not need to do anything.  
 
Malen Davies  
Senior Researcher 
NatCen Social Research 

Tel: 0808 169 5668 
Email: sameday@natcen.ac.uk  
Website: http://www.natcen.ac.uk/taking-
part/studies-in-field/evaluation-of-same-
day-intervention/ 
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Same Day Intervention OPT-OUT SLIP 

 
I do not want my child to take part in the evaluation of Same Day Intervention, including all the 
research activities described above:  
 
Your child’s name………………………………………………………………………………….  
 
Your full name……………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
Your signature…………………………………………….  
 
Date………………………………....  
 
 
Please return this slip to your school within two weeks of receipt of this letter if you wish to opt-
out of the evaluation of Same Day Intervention. 


